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Whitney, the highest mountain peak in the
continental United States at 14,494 feet, lo-
cated in California’s Inyo County. Having
climbed Mt. Whitney in 1986 with my dear
friend, Hulda Crooks, I wanted to share some
of the storied history of this majestic mountain
with my colleagues.

In the early 1870’s, as the Owens Valley
community first began to attract settlers, local
residents often visited nearby Soda Springs to
fish, hunt, and to escape the summer heat. In
August 1873, a large group of Lone Pine
locals were camping in this area when three of
them decided to take a hike up to the summit.
Previous attempts to climb this mountain had
been made by Clarence King, in party with a
California Geological Survey expedition spon-
sored by Josiah Whitney. King identified the
mountain and named it ‘‘Mount Whitney’’ in
1864. He claimed to have reached the summit
in 1871, but it was soon discovered that he
missed the mark and accidentally climbed an-
other peak.

The ‘‘Three Fishermen’’ (locals Charley
Begole, Johnny Lucas and Al Johnson) cred-
ited with Whitney’s first ascent made the hike
from Soda Springs to the summit and back in
one day on August 18, 1873. They christened
the mountain ‘‘Fishermen’s Peak,’’ which
touched off a controversy that lasted several
years. The Lone Pine residents were not in
favor of the name ‘‘Mount Whitney,’’ since
they did not share a high opinion of Mr. Whit-
ney. Local residents petitioned in favor of the
names ‘‘Fishermen’s Peak,’’ ‘‘Fowler’s Peak,’’
or ‘‘Dome of Inyo,’’ anything but ‘‘Mount Whit-
ney,’’ which is the name that stands today.

Undaunted by the unwanted name, local
residents raised funds and built a trail to the
summit in 1904. Mr. Gustave F. Marsh of
Lone Pine, was the engineer who led this ef-
fort. He also served as contractor and super-
visor for the Smithsonian Institute in 1909
when the trail was repaired and the summit
shelter was built. Local residents again pitched
in to raise funds for this effort. As one ponders
this sequence of events, the baffling question
is, ‘‘What motivated these early settlers to
build a trail?’’ There was not a large tourist in-
dustry in the area at that time; there were no
automobiles; and the only people interested in
mountaineering were college professors or re-
searchers—people of science and letters. The
summit hut was originally financed by the
Smithsonian for astronomical and atmospheric
research purposes.

In contrast, the early residents were largely
farmers and miners. And yet, as the trail and
hut stand today, no one really knows how
many hundreds of thousands of people from
all walks of life and from all countries of the
world have climbed to the summit of Mount
Whitney. Without the efforts of the first set-
tlers, would this have been the reality today?
Also, very little has ever been mentioned of
the Native Americans, who knew of the peak
and in their world, called it ‘‘The Old One,’’ or
‘‘The High One.’’

On August 18, 1998, as a tribute to these
early settlers, another group of local residents
climbed Mount Whitney to pay honor to the
contribution that these pioneers made, and to
bring recognition to their efforts. Several de-
scendants of the original group still live in the
Lone Pine area.

I can well remember donning a backpack
and sleeping bag and hitting the trail with
Hulda Crooks, better known on the mountain

as Grandma Whitney, in August 1986. A
friendship was born over those days that has
been among the most special and enduring of
my life. Because of her legacy, Congress
passed legislation and Hulda returned to Mt.
Whitney in 1991 for the announcement that
Crooks Peak, adjacent to the Whitney summit,
would forever bear her name. Hulda was a
mentor and teacher to me, personally, and re-
mained one of my dearest friends over the
years until her passing last November.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me and our
colleagues in paying tribute to the men and
women who have provided Mt. Whitney with
its rich and textured history. Without any ques-
tion, for every person who has ever climbed or
tried to climb this magnificent peak, Mt. Whit-
ney holds its own special memories, and its
own meaningful place in their life.
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Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Speaker, I come to the

floor today to recognize with commendation
that the country of Syria followed through on
its promises regarding Jewish emigration over
the past six years.

Beginning in 1992, without fanfare, Syria
eased its strict travel and emigration policies
on its Jewish community. Numbering around
100,000 at the turn of the century, the Syrian
Jewish community numbered only approxi-
mately 5,000 by 1992. Up until 1992, Syrian
Jews could only travel outside of the country
individually, and only if family members re-
mained behind. Between April and October of
1992, however, approximately 2,600 of this
5,000 were allowed to emigrate from Syria.

In October of 1992, Syria temporarily sus-
pended this eased emigration policy. However,
in December of 1993, Secretary of State War-
ren Christopher visited the country, and in a
goodwill gesture during this visit, President
Assad informed Secretary Christopher that all
remaining Jewish families were free to leave
Syria. The liberal Jewish emigration proce-
dures soon resumed, and the Department of
State informs me that all but 118 Jewish indi-
viduals have been granted exit visas and left
Syria. The majority of these families decided
to resettle in the United States, specifically in
Brooklyn, where a thriving Syrian Jewish com-
munity of about 35,000 exists. The State De-
partment reports none of these remaining Syr-
ian Jews have reported Syrian government
persecution, and that many plan to emigrate
soon.

I was first made aware of Syria’s emigration
policy towards its Jewish community when I
met with President Assad this past June in
Damascus. In discussion, President Assad ref-
erenced this emigration policy as an example
of Syria’s continuing good faith effort to propel
forward the Middle-East peace process. He
did not, but some in the Syrian government
did, observe that no statement of acknowledg-
ment of Syria’s following through on its emi-
gration commitment had ever been entered
into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. I wish to
correct that oversight now.

Emigration is a basic human right that all re-
sponsible nations respect and allow. I com-

mend President Assad for joining the commu-
nity of nations that seek to guarantee this
human right. In an attempt to create a condu-
cive atmosphere toward fostering the peace
process, President Assad allowed Syrian Jews
to emigrate. Six years have passed since this
policy began. It is time that recognition and
approbation be properly given.
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Mr. RILEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay
tribute to Donald Lee Large, a great Alabam-
ian. Don Large recently retired from the Falk
Corporation in Auburn after more than 23
years of loyal and dedicated service.

Don Large directed the Falk Corporation
through numerous changes over his tenure
and has left behind an impressive legacy. The
most notable of these is the changeover from
batch manufacturing to cellular manufacturing.
This change required all new equipment, new
processes, and was made possible by the cul-
ture established years before. Don worked ex-
tremely hard in recruiting quality people, set-
ting up training programs, and establishing a
culture based on the fundamental ideas of
‘‘mutual trust and respect’’. During this three
year project finishing in 1995, Falk did not
miss a single shipment.

Don has spent tireless hours dedicating his
time and energy to better the community in
which he lives, and the entire state of Ala-
bama. Don has been on the Board of Direc-
tors for the United Way, Chamber of Com-
merce, Junior Achievement, and Chairman of
the Industrial Relations Committee.

In addition to his community service, Don
and his wife Barbara taught Ballroom dancing
to over 1000 people, including many dig-
nitaries and ranking public officials.

Mr. Speaker, I am here today to recognize
Mr. Large for his outstanding service to his in-
dustry and community. He truly leads by ex-
ample and hard work, and is a model for all
of us.
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Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I have learned
that some financial institutions are charging
teller fees to customers who want or need to
see a bank teller. In effect, they will be fined
for not using an automatic teller machine. This
is patently wrong, and today I am introducing
the ‘‘The Depository Institution Customer Pro-
tection Act’’ that would prohibit financial institu-
tions from charging these fees.

Customers should be able to converse with
bank and credit union representatives without
being charged to access their own money or
to make a deposit. Some customers may be
unable to use ATMs, especially if they are
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